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Run ye to ay fro through | the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and k know , and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth. —Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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VARIOUS KINDS OF POWER. 
[Copied from remarks in the Christian 
Examiner and Theological Review, on the 
Life of Napoleon Buonaparte and the 
French Revolution. ] 





The love of power is not in all its 
forms a crime. There are, indeed, va- 
rious kinds of power, which it is our 
duty to covet, accumulate, and hold 
fast. First, there is inward power, the 
inost precious of all possessions; pow- 
er over ourselves; power to withstand 
trial, to bear suffering, to front danger; 
power over pleasure and pain; power 
to follow our convictions, however re- 
sisted by menace or scorn; the power 
of calm reliance in seasons of darkness 
and storms. Again, there is a power 
over outward things; the power by 
which the mind triumphs over matter, 
presses into its service the subtlest and 
strongest elements, makes the winds, 
fire, and steam its ministers, rears the 
city, opens a path through the ocean, 
and makes the wilderness blossom as 
the rose. These forms of power, es- 
pecially the first, are glorious distinc- 
tions of our race, nor can we prize 
them too highly. 

There is another power, which is 
our principal concern in the present 
discussion. We mean power over our 
fellow creatures. It is this which am- 
bition chiefly covets, and which has in- 
stigated to more crime, and spread 
more misery than any other cause.— 
We are not however to condemn even 
this, universally. ‘There is a truly no- 
ble sway of man over man; one, which 
it is our honor to seek and exert; which 
is earned by well doing; which is a 
chief recompense of virtue. We re- 
fer to the quickening influence of a 
good and great mind over other minds, 
by which it brings them into sympathy 
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with itself. Far from condemning this, 
we are anxious to hold it torth as the 
purest glory. The power of awaken- 
ing, enlightening, and elevating our 
fellow creatures, may, with peculiar 
fitness, be called divine: for there is 
no agency of God so beneficent and 
sublime as that which he exerts on ra- 
tional natures, and by which he assimi- 
lates them to himself. This quickening 
power over other minds is the surest 
test of greatness. We admire, indeed, 
the energy which subdues the msterial 
creation, or developes the physical re- 
sources of a state. But it ts a nobler 
might which calls forth the intellectual 
and mental resources ofa people, which 
communicates new impulses to society, 
throws into circulation new and stirring 
thoughts, gives the mind a new con- 
sciousness of its faculties, and rouses 
and fortifies the will to an unconquera- 
ble purpose of well doing. This spi- 
ritual power is worth all other. To 
unprove man’s outward condition is a 
secondary agency, and is chiefly im- 
portant as it gives the means of inward 
growth. ‘The most glorious minister 
of God on earth, is he who speaks with 
a life-giving energy to other minds, 
breathing into them the love of truth 
and virtue—strengthening them to suf- 
fer in a good cause, and lifting them 
above the senses and the world. 

We know not a more exhilarating 
thought, than that this power is given 
to men; that we can not only change 
the face of the outward world, and by 
virtuous discipline improve ourselves, 
but that we may become springs of life 
and light to our fellow beings. We are 
thus admitted to a fellowship with Je- 
sus Christ, whose highest end was, that 
he might act with a new and celestial. 
energy on the human mind. We re; 






































joice to think, that he did not come to} 
monopolize this divine sway, to enjov a 
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solitary grandeur, but to receive others, 
even all who should obey his religion, 
into the partnership of this honor and 
happiness. Every christian, In propor 
tion to his progress, acquires a Mei- 
sure of divine agency. In the humblest 
conditions, a power goes forth from a 
devout and disinterested spirit, calling 
forth silently, moral and religious sen- 
tient, perhaps in a child, or some} 
other friend, and teaching, without the 

aid of words, the loveliness and peace 


———— 
‘s more valuable than its soil; who in. 
spirits a people's enterprise, without 
making them the slaves of wealth; who 
looks for his glory to posterity, and ig 
mainly anxious to originate or give 
stability to institutions by which society 
may be carried forward. Among these 
will be ranked, perhaps on the highest 
throne, the moral and reliyious refor- 
mer, who truly merits that name; who 
rises above the spirit of bis tines; who 
is moved by a holy unpulse to assail 


‘vicious establishments, sustained by 


fierce passions and inveterate prejur 








of sincere and single hearted virtue. 

In the more enlightened classes, in- 
dividuals now and then rise up, who, 
through a singular force and elevation 
of soul, obtain a sway over men’s minds 
to which no liait can be preseribed.— 
hey speak with a voice which is heard 
by distant nations, and which goesdown 
to future ages. ‘Their names are re- 
peated with veneration by millions, and 
mi!lions read in their lives and writings 
a quickening testimony to the great- 
ness of the mind, to its moral strength, 
to the reality of disinterested virtue.— 
These are the true sovereigns of the 
earth. They share in the royalty of 
Jesus Christ. They have a greatness 
which will be more and more felt.— 
The time is coming, its signs are visi- 
ble, when this long mistiken attribute 
of greatness will be seen to belong 
eminent.y, if not exclusively, to those, 
who, by their characters, deeds, suffer- 
ings anc writings. leave imperishable 
and ennobling traces of themselves on 
the human mind. Among these legi- 
timate sovereigns of the world, will be 
ranked the iman, who penetrates the 


secrets of the universe and opens new 
fields to the intellect: 


an ever growing knowledge is 


ther of their Spirits.’ 
will be ranke 


; who spreads en- 
Jarged and liberal habits of thought, 


and who helps men to understand that 


dices; who rescues greut truths from 
‘the corruptions of ayes; who, joining 
‘calm and deep thought to profound 
feeling, secures to religion at once en- 
‘lichtened and earnest conviction; who 
| unfolds to men higher forms of virtue 
than they have yet attained or con- 
| ceived; who gives brighter and more 
thrillmg views of the perfection for 
which they were framed, and mmspires 
/a victorious faith in the perpetual pro- 
gress of our nature. 

There is one characteristic of this 
power which belongs to truly great 
ininds, particularly deserving notice. 
Far from enslaving, it makes more and 
more free, those on whom it is exer- 
cised; and in this respect it differs 
wholly from the vulgar sway which 
ambition thrists for. It awakens a 
kindred power in others, calls their fa- 
culties mito new life, and particularly 
strengthens them to follow their own 
deliberate convictions of truth and du- 
ty. It breathes conscious energy, self 














scorn of every foreign yoke. 

There is another power over men, 
very different from this; a power, not 
to quicken and elevate, but to crush 





i the pa-|, 
trimony destined for them by the * Fa- 

Among them 
| d the statesman, who, es- 
caping a vulgar policy, rises to the dis- 
covery of the true interest of a state: 


and subdue; a power which robs men 
| of the free use of their nature, takes 
them out of their own hands, and com- 
pels them to bend to another’s will. 
This is the sway which men grasp at 
most eagerly, and which it is our great 
purpose to expose. ‘To reign, to give 
laws, to clothe their own wills with 
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who anderstands that a nation’s mind 





omnipotence, to annihilate all other 


respect, moral independence, and a 
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wills, to spoil the individual of that ), throughout the spirit of freedom, pro- 
self-direction which is his most ae, 


cious right; this has even been deem-'! 


ed by multitudes the highest prize of| 


competition and conflict. The most 
envied men are those, who have suc- 
ceeded in prostrating multitudes, in 
subjecting whole communities to their 
single will, It is the love of this power, 
in all its forms, which we are anxious 
to hold up to reprobation. If any 
crime should be placed by society be- 
yond pardon, it is this. 

This power has been exerted most 
conspicuously and perniciously by two 
classes of men: the priest or minister 
of religion, and the civil ruler. Both 
rely on the same instruments; that 1s, 
pain or terror; the first calling to his 
aid the fires and torment of the future 
world, and the latter availing himself 
of chains, dungeons, and gibbets in the 
present life. ‘Through these terrible 
applications, man has in all ages and 
in almost every country been made, in 
a greater or less degree, a slave and 
machine; been shackled in all his fa- 
culties, and degraded into a tool of 
others’ wills and passions. The influ- 
ence of almost every political and reh- 


gious institution, has been to make | 


man abject in mind, fearful, servile, a 


mechanical repeater of opinions which | 


he dares not try, and a contributor of 
his toil, sweat, and blood, to govern- 
ments which never dreamed of the 
general weal as their only legitimate 
end. 
men, thus wronged and enslaved, the 
eonsciousness of their own nature has 
not yet dawned; and the doctrine that 
each has a mind, worth more than the 
material world, and framed to grow 
forever by a self-forming, self-directing 
energy, is still a secret, a mystery, not- 
withstanding the clear annanciation of 
it, ages ago, by Jesus Christ. We 
know not a stronger proof of the in- 
tenseness and nefariousness of the love 
of power, than the fact of its having 
virtually abrogated Christianity, and 
even turned into an engine of domi- 


On the immense majority of| 








n0n. 


a_ revelation which breathes 








cluims the essential equality of the bu- 
man race, and directs its most solemn 
denunciations against the passion for 
rule and empire. 

That this power, which consists in 
force and compulsion, in the imposi- 
tion on the many of the will and judg- 
ment of one or a few, is of a low or- 
der, when compared with the quicken- 
ing influence over others, of which we 
have before spoken, we need not stop 
to prove. But the remark is less ob- 
vious, though not less true, that it is 
not only inferior im kind, but in 
amount or degree. ‘This may not be 
so easily acknowledged. He, whose 
will is passively obeyed by a nation, or 

whose creed is implicitly adopted by a 
spreading sect, may not easily believe, 
that his power is exceeded, not only in 
kind or quality, but in extent, by him 
who wields only the silent, subtle influ- 
ence of moral and intellectual gifts. 
But the superiority of moral to arbi- 
trary sway in this particular, is proved 
by its effects. Moral power is creative; 
arbitrary power wastes away the spirit 
and force of those on whom it is ex- 
erted. And is it not a mightier work 
to create than to destroy? A higher 
energy is required to quicken than to 
crush; to elevate than to depress; to 
warm and expand than to chill and 
contract. Any hand, even the weak- 
est, may take away life. Another agen- 
ev is required to kindle or restore it. 
A vulgar incendiary may destroy in an 
hour, a magnificent structure, the la- 
bor of ages. Has he enercy to be com- 
pared with the creative intellect, in 
which this work had its origin? A 
fanatic of ordinary talent may send ter- 
ror through a crowd; and by the craft, 
which is so ofteu joined with fanaticism, 
may fasten on multitudes a debasing 
creed. Has he power to be compared 
with him, who reacues from darkness 
one only of these enSlaved minds, and 
quickens it to think justly and nobly in 
relation to God, duty, and immortali- 
ty? The energies of a single soul, 


awakened. by such am influence, to the 
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free and full use of its dagen 4 
surpass, in their progress, the int ‘ 
lectual activity of a whole community,’ 
enchained and debased by fanaticism 
or outward force. Arbitrary power, 
whether civil or religious, if tried by 
the only fair test, that is, by its effects, 
seems to have more affinity with weak- 
ness than strength. It enfeebles and 
narrows what it acts upon. Its efhicien- 
ey resembles that of darkness and cold 
in the natural world, ‘True power ts 
rivifving, productive, builds up, and 
cives strength. We have a noble type 
and manifestation of it in the sun, 
which ealls forth and diffuses motion, 
life. energy, and beauty. He who suc- 
ceeds in chaining men’s understand- 
ines and breaking their wills, may in- 
deed number millions as bis subjects. 





But a weak, puny race, are the pro-| 


ducts of h:s sway, and they can only 
reach the stature and force of men by 
throwing off his yoke. He who by an 


intellectual and moral energy, awa-| 


kens kindred energy in others, touches 
springs of infinite might, gives impulse 
to faculties to which no bounds can be 
prescribed, begins an action which 
will never end. One great and kin- 
dling thought from a retired and ob- 
scure man, may live when thrones are 
fallen, and the memory of those who 
filed them obliterated, and like an un- 
dying fire, may illuminate and quicken 
all future generations. 

We have spoken of the inferiority 
and worthlessness of that dominion 


over others, which has been coveted 
so greedily in all ages. We should re- 
joice could we convey some just idea 


adopting as his supreme standard his = 

convictions of truth and duty, in unfold. 

ing his powers by free exertions, in act- 

ing from a principle within, from his 

growing conscience. His proper and 

noblest attributes are self-government, 

energy of thought, energy in choosing : 

the right and the good, energy 1n cast- 

ing off all other dominion. He was 

created for empire in his own breast, 

and wo, wo to them who would pluck 

from him this seeptre. A mind, in- 

spired by God with reason and con- 

science, and capable, through these 

endowments, of progress in truth and 

duty, isa sacred thing; more sacred » 

than temples made with hands, oreven | 

than this outward universe. It is of no- | 

bler lineage than that of which human ‘i 
aristocracy makes its boast. It bears | 

\ the lineaments of a Divine Parent. It 

| has not only a physical, but moral con- 

Jnexion with the Supreme being.— 

| Through its self-determining power, it 

is accountable for its deeds, and for 

whatever it becomes. Responsibility, 

that which above all things makes ex- 7 j 

istence solemn, is laid upon it. Its 





| 
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' 


| 
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great end is to conform itself, by its ; 
| own energy, and by spiritual succors = ¢_ 
| which its own prayers and faithfulness ,. 
jsecure, to that perfection of wisdom 

and goodness, of which God is the or- 


ginal and source, which shines upon = * 
us from the whole outward world, but 
of which the intelligent soul is a truer 
recipient and a brighter image, even 
than the sun with all.his splendors.— 
From these views we learn, that no 
outrage, no injury can equal that which 


. ! is perpetrated by him who would break 
of its moral turpitude. Of all injuri to 

; . injunes || down and subjnvate , : 

and crimes, the most flagrant is charee- jugate the human mind; 


us ; 
aie upon him, who aims to establish 


who would bring men to stand more 


bres b in awe of outw: ity ‘| 
dominion over his brethren, He wars utward authority, than of 


with what is more precious than life 


He would rob men of their chic 
rogative and glory; 

ot > ’ 
dominion, of that empire w 
to a rational and moral b 
own soul and his own life, Such a be 
ing is frained to find honor and happi 
ness in forming and swaying 


f pre- 
we mean of self- 
hich is given 
eing over his 


himself, in |] W 


reason and conscience in their own | 
souls; who would make himself a stand- 
ard and a law for his race, and shape 
by force or terror, the free spirits of =| 
others after his own judgment and will. 


. SUNDAY MAILS. 
| Tn the House of Representatives at 
ashington, on 'T wesday, Mr. Coulter, 
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presented a petition against Sunday | 
Mails, moving to refer it to the Post 
Otlhice Committee. The Intelligencer 
reports a brief debate which arose:— 
Mr. Johnston, of Ky. objected to giv- 
ing the petition the direction moved by 
the gentleman who presented it. He 
observed, that if the authors of the pe- 
tition had an advocate, or advocates 
on this floor, he was perfectly willing 
that the Report formerly made by the 
Post Office Committee on the general 
subject, should at any time be called 
up. Let the House hear what gentle- 
man had to say on a subject, which he 
bad always thought, and would now 
say, ought never to have been brought 
into the Hall of Congress. He was de- 
sirous to hear what could be said in fa- 
vor of Congress interfering with reli- 
gious considerations. The Committee | 
had acted on the subject, and it would’ 
not do so again, unless compelled to 
do so by an express order of the House. | 
| 





He hoped the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. Coulter,) would acqui- 
esce in the motion which he would | 
now make, that the petition be laid) 
upon the table; or rather, that it be | 
referred to a Committee of the Whole 
on the State of the Union; and he 
made that motion. The memorial was 
referred, according to Mr. Johnson's | 
suggestion, to the Committee of the. 
Whole on the State of the Union. 
[ Daily Chronicle. 
REMONSTRANCE AGAINST 
STOPPING THE MAIL. 
(From the Georgetown (Ohio) Castigator.} 
By request, we give room to the follow- 
ing Remonstrance against stopping the 


Mail on Sunday—it is circulating through 
this county for signatures. 


To the Honourable the Senate and 
House of Representatives in Con- 
gress assembled. 


Your remonstrants, citizens of the 
county of Brown, and State of Ohio, 
respectfully represent, that (as_ they 
are informed) petitions are now in cir- 
culation, not only in Ohio, but in many 








other parts of the Union, praying the 


passave of a law to prohibit the trans- 
portation of the United States’ Mail 
on the first day of the week, common- 
ly called Sunday. Anticipating that 
these petitions will be presented to 
Congress at their present session, we 
believe it to be a duty which we owe, 
as well to ourselves as to our common 
country, to remonstrate against the 
enactment of any law, of the charac- 
ter prayed for by the petitioners. 

Your remonstrants had hoped, that 
after the repeated, unsuccessful efforts 
heretofore made to effect their object, 
the petitioners would have remained si- 
lent, until some period should arrive, 
more favorable to their schemes, and 
more inauspicious to the eivil and reli- 
gious liberties of the Republic. Put 
it seems, that neither the overwhelin- 
ing majorities, by which their peti- 
tions have been opposed, in both 
branches of the National Legislature; 
the extensive reprobation of their con- 
duct by the public press, nor the in- 
dignant frowns of an enlightened com- 
munity, have deterred them from the 
exercise of a zeal, and a perseverance 
in their wild and unhallowed projects, 
which are well worthy of a better cause. 
So long as they continue to importune 
the constituted authority of the nation 
upon this subject, actuated by whatso- 
ever motive may be supposed to influ- 
ence their minds. just so long mey they 
expect the friends of constitutional lib- 
erty to pursue them, with “ an eye that 
never winks, and a wing that never 
tires.” 

It is a fact too notorious to admit of 
doubt among those who are in the least 
acquainted with ancient or modern his- 
tory, that the priesthood in all coun- 
tries, and in every age, not satisfied 
with that almost unlimited influence 
which they exercise over the minds 
and consciences of their followers, 
have sought to sieze upon the civil 
power of the community. It is to be 
lamented that they have been but too 
successful; and the pages of history at- 
test in letters of blood, with what jus- 
tice and moderation they have exer- 
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cised that power, where it has been joonenane geet perio Nera: 
confited to them. ‘The persecutions a, a rane hang 
endured by the primitive church, from} State in ates “ — or ov. 
a bigotted and ambitious Pagan priest- \lized, tolls the | _ 80 on - ing 
hood—the massacres of Irance, where knell of civil and rehgious h ~ y. 
thousands of innocent Protestants were It is true, that the passage o the law 
murdered by the Catholies—the bloody || pray ed for by the petitioners, would 
butcheries of {reland, where Protes- || not constitute a Umon of C hureh and 
tants murdered Catholics in the same || State. But does it not lead to it? What 
inhuman manner—the racks, the duo-) is it but an interlerence of the Gene- 
seons and the fires of the Inquisition— || ral Government tm the reiigious con- 
and the abominable cruelties which||cerns of the country? What is it, 
characterize the religious wars of the || but an atternpt to decide by a Legisla- 
old world—these, with the sanguinary || tive Act, a religious dispute—to deter- 
laws adopted by the Scotch and En- | mine whether any, and if any, what 
ylish Presbyterians and others, against || day of the week 1s more holy than the 
those sects and individuals who differed || rest-—and to require us all to regulate 
from them in religious opinions, exhi- |! our faith and practice by the rule thus 


! 
' 


bit in a most striking manner, the dan: || established? {1s not this an encroach- 


j ment upon the rights of conscience, as 


ger there is, in allowing any denomina- | 
tion to obtain too great a preponderance | derived from our Creator, and secured 
| to us by the constitution of our coun- 


in the state. The history of our country | ' 
try? When the Rubicon is passed, 


is by no means unfruitful of testimony 
upon this subject. It presents to us|| where will the line of demarcation be 
No where. The imfraction 


our ancestors fleeing from the perse- |, drawn? 
will be followed up with slow but sure 














cutions of their fellow subjects, and 


fellow Protestants, in Great Britain, to |) progression, until not a vestige of that 
the wilderness of America, that they | freedom for which our forefathers bled 
might enjoy the privilege of worship- || and died, will remain to their posterity 
ping God according to the dictates of || “to point a moral or adorn a tale.” 


their own consciences. No sgoner had || Upon what pretext is this sacrifice 
—- me | ' Ler : , 
they secured this right to themselves, || demanded? Is it to alleviate the dis- 
than they denied it to others; and the| 


aa fr tresses of certain extremely conscien- 

ersert 8 § , : ' J 

Pe *s co “ ered by the poor ua- |i tious persons, beloncing to one or more 

ending Quak +7 oh ) 
al wn ot pe hee? peaceable, || religious sects in this country? Those 
Sa . ~J . . . e 
0 re PRE en will go}, individuals who profess to have mono- 
SLCTILY As st; ’ . . 

on the ch , 5 Yas a lasting stain up- |} polized all the true piety in the coun- 

fithers To n » te a Puritan fore-| try, would do well to remember. the 

less; the world is 4 wee oy is need- || adinonition of the wise man: “ be not 

that re is ett 7 of them. To say jj over righteous, why shouldst thou de- 

then-—that his 7 rte man ‘tee woe stroy thyself?” ‘They are secured by 

are alteredthat ievidenls the constitutions and Jaws of the seve- 

a, ) . . . 
ambition have no sata ae influe ral states, in the full enjoyment of their 
= ¢ nec -*- ° . 

upon the human farmily—is . i religious Opinions. No one is permitted 

MS a a 13 to assert || to interrupt them in their religious 

seid’ bs a Pet. what 8 CON-|\ Worship, no matter how foolish and 
~ ve ‘HE Gav experience ofl] abs ‘— ‘ 

both saints and sinners. te remon- rg may be their rites and ceremo- 

Strants fee] perfectiy safe in assertion The What more ought they to ask? 
. * ih sse vv . - 

that history has not reeord He || Phis ought to satisfy every man, who 
ee corded an in-|\is willing to all ; 

stance in w! e sword of the ma- |i yj} Bt ow others the same pri- 

.. -iiy mm ; - e 7 

Bist-ote has been entrusted tothe priest ‘ell a re himself. {t 18 

hood, witbout a shameful abuse of the H ne known that the mails are not 

s % 
ransported on Sunday, except on cer 
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tain routes where the great imterests 
of the community require their trans- 
portation. ‘There is no law which 
compels these .men of tender con- 
sciences to carry the mail or to become 
Post Masters on these routes. ‘There 
is no law requiring them to travel in 
the stage on Sunday, or to call at the 
Post Office for their letters or papers |) 
on that day. Of what then do they }) 
complain? Are they prevented by re-| 
ligious scruples from taking matl con- 
tracts and serving as Post Masters on 
these routes? This is the complaint of 
some. It is a sufficient answer to this 
plea, that men who are so intent upon | 
laying up treasure in heaven, as they, 
profess to be, we might suppose would 
set but little value upon * the manunon 
of unrighteousness,”’ and would be the 
last to deprive their fellow citizens of 
invaluable privileges for the purpose of 
increasing their stores of * filthy lu- 
cre.’ It may be remarked, however, 
that if considerations of this kind are 
admitted to have an influence upon 
their minds, it is not unfair to presume 
that those who are so anxious to ac- 
cumulate wealth, are equally solicitous 
to obtain power, and that if the wealth 
and power of the country were deposi- 
ted in their hands, they would not use 
them very much to our advantage. 

In conclusion, we beg leave, respect- 
fully, to remonstrate against the pas- 
sage of any law to suspend the trans- 
portation of the public mail on the first 
day of the week, commonly called 
Sunday: and as in duty bound, &c. 











SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

(From the Pittsburgh Amer. Manufacturer.) 

Messrs. Conway & Phillips,—The 
great and efficient means on which the 
Presbyterians mainly depend for the 
accomplishment of a Church and State 
combination, are Sunday Schools— 
Tract Societies—and direct and ur- 
gent appeals, in the form of petitions 
to Congress for modifications of cer- 
tain established laws to meet their pur- 
poses. ‘These constitute what a mem- 








her of the late Syned in this city called: 


their “ moral phalanx’’—** one,” con- 
tinued he, * which if properly ordered, 
will, in the end, bring the government 
and the people to estimate and conduct 
the politics of the nation according to 
the standard of christianity.”’ Lr. Ely’s 

sermon furnished occasion for the 
greater concentration of these means. 
lt operated, as it were, with electrical 
effect upon the enterprise of the Pres- 
bvterian clergy. rendering them bolder, 
as a body, in the avowal of a design to 
‘reform’ the “ nation,” and stimula- 
ting certain individuals, in connexion 
with that church, to be daringly candid 
concerning the ultim 
plated by them. 
day Schools, Dr. Ely is under no re- 
straint in the use of terms, except \ heat 
prudence imposed bin, 
vent the vngualified end public avowal 
of the purpose of the Presbyterians to 
unite church and state. He says what 
any zealous ambitious man would say, 
who wishes to make known his inten- 
tions concerning the execution of a 
covert design, and yet is cautious 
enough not to convict himself. When 
in substance he avers that, provided 
the Presbyterians establish a Sabbath 
School in every place of the Union 
where it is practicable, in twenty years 
THEY can elect the officers of the 
government from the highest down to 
the lowest; so far as Sunday Sclicols 
are concerned as a means to unite 
Chureh and State, he furnishes a pa- 
bulum to the whole Presbyterian body, 
to invigorate their spirits, and animate 
their exertions. Consequently, ever 
since the publication of his party ser- 
mon, every effort has been made, re- 
novated energies have been called 
forth on the part of the Presbyterians, 
to multiply the number of Sunday 
Schools throughout the Union under 
their supervision. establishe 4 upon their 
religious tenets, and conducted by off- 
cers belonging to their church. The 
measures adopted by the Meeting Iste- 
ly held in this city for the purpose of 
instituting Sabbath Schools in the Val- 
ley of the Mississippi, fori a link in the 


ate object contem- 
With respect to Sun- 
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chain of exertions, which the Presby- 
terian body are aiming to extend 
throughout the United States. 

But, it may be asked, how 1s this 
multiplication and extension of Sab- 
bath Schools designed to contribute 
toward the Union of Church and State? 
Every one who can trace the connexion 
of causes and their effects, will at once 
be able to answer this inquiry. Reduce 
the subject to the form of an argument. 
Dr. Ely has furnished the premise, co- 
pula, and conclusion. Thus, by adopt- 
ing a plan to ground the juvenile mind 
in the tenets of the Presbyterian church, 
that church will be enabled eventually 
to elect all the officers of government 
by a Presbyterian majority: the geueral 
est» blishment of sabbath schools is such 
a plan; therefore, the zeneral establish- 
ment of Sabbath Schools will enable 
the Presbyterians to elect all the off- 
cers of government, or, in other words, 
to unite Church and State. This is the 
concentration of Dr. Elv’s remarks up- 
on the sovereign efficiency of Sabbath 
Schools towards a religious and politi- 
‘ca! organization in the United States. 
If this language has any meaning, this 
is the only construction it will bear— 
and hence his design may be definite- 
ly inferred, and also that of the Pres- 

byterian body. 
ANOTHER PRESBYTERIAN. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 
[From the Herald of Truth.} 
EDUCATION. 

**If you are put in possession of an in- 
fluence, which, if properly exerted, may 
greatly augment individual happiness, as 
well as that of the nation, or, on the other 
hand, if hot properly exerted, may, in the 
Same ratio, Increase the amount of human 
misery; fail not to ponder welt 
which is to throw upon you soi 
responsibility.” ’ 
Keeping. 


We propose, in the present essay 
to notice the labours of some institu. 
tions which are NOW exercising a pow- 
erful influence on the communit We 
allude to the various tract cud ahd 
Socielies, which are moulding the minds 


he subject 
Mportant 
—Hall’s Leetures < School 


—— 
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| of the rising generation. If any doubts 
should exist in regard to the truth of 
this position, permit us to invite the 
attention of parents to an examination 
of the hooks and pamphlets which are 
now placed in the hands of children, 
Let them inquire of booksellers, by 
whom these productions are generully 
manufactured—and particularly exame 
ine all such books and pamphlets be- 
fore submitting them to their children's 
perusal. 

Our readers have not yet forgotten 
the effurts made a few years ayo, to 
incorporate the Sunday School Union; 
neither will some of the friends of free- 
dom and liberal principles ever forget 
the untiring zeal with which this pro- 
ject was prosecuted. The signal blow 
it received in the legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, for a while checked the pre- 
sumptuous hopes of its advocates.— 
But wealth may effect what leyishation 
could scarcely accomplish. This im- 
mense institution has an establishment 
atcommand, which promises to direct, 
in future, the private reading of our 
children, as well as to furnish them with 
school books in all their variety. 

The secret spring of this vast en- 
gine is the influence of a certain order 
of men, by whose instigation incaleu- 
lable sums of money have been drawn 
from all classes of the community, un- 
der the specious pretext of promoting 
benevolent and philanthropic objects. 

Reader! did you ever visit the water 
works at Fairmount,—and behold that 
stupendous engine, put in motion bg 
the force of a river, pouring its mighty 
waters into all the streets of a populous 
city,—furnishing the means of health 
and cleanliness to a great metropolis. 
When ye have beheld this wonderful 
effort of mechanism, by which immense 
quantities of water are raised with as 
cae ease as that with which 

ances in the breeze, you will 
be prepared, when you promenade 
. — to see and appreciate 

» exerting a moral power 

















still more wonderful than the physical 


force to which we have alluded,— ne- 


ene 
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thing less than a printing press, esta- ||cause we view it as a predominating 


_—- 


blished by means of a voluntary tax on |jevil. Similar objections lie against all 
the community, and kept in continual || institutions pursuing the same end by 


operation by horse power. 


From this || sithilar means. They will monopolize 


manufactory a constant flood of litera- | (if they continue to be sanctioned by 
ture is poured forth, with a momentum |/the public) all the juvenile literature 


which must produce a vast influence |jof the country! 


in society. 


And why should we 


Of the character of the |lapprehend such an extensive patron- 


works put forth we shall say but little, |/age in a community which has beeu 
wishing to induce those whose minds || boastingly termed enlightened? Simply 
are unfettered by creeds, to examine |/for this reason. The great maltitude 


fur themselves. 


This much will be }}and cheapness of these pamphiets will 


admitted by every candid mean, that a} bring them to the circumstances and 


very large proportion of the tracts is- 
sued from this place, are of a secta- 
rian character—certain dogmas and 
opinions are inculcated in them by ev- 
ery device which ingenuity can invent 
or industry proclaim. Sometimes the 
attention of the voung is courted in the 
fascinating guise of fiction, in the form 
of tales for children. Sometimes a 
moral is couched in a fable, elothed 
in the garb of poetry. And often the 


| 





situation of every family. The compilers 
and publishers ask the perusal! of them 
asa favour. Hence, our bookstores 
are crowded with sectarian tracts. The 
market place tees with them. The 
countryman finds them gratuitously 
thrown into his wagon—the mechanic, 
into his workshop. Their price may 
well be said to be merely nominal,whea 
the expense of their publication is de- 
frayed by money begged from tlie. 





dispensers of this species of literature || community. 


assume the dignified and imposing stvle 
of religious instructors. Still the same 
end ts always kept steadily in view:— 
not to infuse into the minds of the 
young those great practical truths of 
christianity, in which liberal christians 
in all ages have agreed; and which 
good men of every religious denomina- 
tion will recognize, whether practised 
by Jew or Gentile: but the great pur- 
pose of this system of teaching is to 
establish a religion of opinion—not of 
practice; to draw the attention of the 
youthful mind from the spirit of the 
christian religion, to the dead and dry 
letter, which, has been a constant 
source of contention in every age of 
the christian church. 

We have noticed one striking feature 
in these publications. ‘There are. doubt- 
less, some exceptions, but it is believ- 
ed the number of those which do not 
wear this livery is comparatively 
sinall; and we think that the liberties 
of our country are in more danger 
from such associations, than from any 
other cause. We have mentioned the 


Sunday School Union particularly, be- 





The temptation to swallow the bait 
is with many irresistable ;—for who 
would be at the expense of purchasing 
books for their children, when they 
can obtain every variety of them gra¢ 
tuitously ? H. 
| LOVING TO BOAST. 
[From the Religious Telegraph, a Presby- 

terian paper. ] 

“ Sunday School Teachers.—We re- 
gard it as highly auspicious to the pros- 
perity of these seminaries of the church, 
that some of the best talents in our 
country are devoted to the work of 
giving instruction to children in Sab- 
bath Schools. Gorernor Vroom, of 
New Jersey, the Hon. Theodore Fre- 
linghuysen, a member of the United 
States Senate, and ten or twelve of the 
most distinguished lawyers in that state, 
are Sunday School Teachers. The 
Mayor of Philadelphia, Gov. Tomlin- 
son and Gen. Whittlesey, of Connecti- 
cut, two or three of the Judees is 








Pennsylvania, and Mr. Starr, an emi- 
nent’ lawyer of Gincinnati, are alse 
consecrating their gifted minds and 
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their time, on Sabbath, to the instruc- 


tion.” 
Such statements as the above are pub- 


Jished for the sake of effect, and to show | 


what great men are engaged in the popu- 
lar doings of the day, that others may be 
induced to follow their example. If the 
‘ten or twelve distinguished lawyers” in 
N. Jersey, and other distinguished men and 
« rifted minds” engage In Sunday School 
teaching, in order to be seen of men, 
and to obtain patronage and favour with 
the “christian party m politics,” and if, 
besides, their teaching only tends to fill 
the minds of the rising generation with 
sectarian dogmas, bigotry, and a super- 
stitious and blind devotion to a corrupt 
priesthood, it would be better for these 
men to spend their leisure time in exa- 
mining their own hearts, and endeavour 
to learn their own duty, before they at- 
tempt to learn others. 


[From the Falcon. } 

Instances of over-zealous exertions 
on the part of the Church, are daily 
more and more developing themselves. 
‘The laity of the United States seem to 
be sunk into an extreme apathy and 
passive blindness to the over-bearing 
and proscriptive intrusions of the Cler- 
fy in matters of a temporal nature. 

o:mmunity seers to fold itself up in the 
embrace of a clerical robe, and yields 
unplicit obedience to its dictates. 

As the night of superstition seems 
to be dispelling in the Eastern Con- 


tinent, it lowers and settles down its | 


sable curtains with ten-fold denseness 
in this free, and now happy land. Like 
positive electricity, it seems to seek an 
equilibrium by flapping its sooty wing 
over a country where the people are 
rega ridless of its encroachments. 

__ The day, we believe, of effectual re- 
sistance is far past, and the die is cast. 
Fanatic and misplaced zeal are so in- 
ferwoven into the hearts of men, that 
it seems impossible to eradicate it.— 
( omounity places such reliance 
confidence in the Clerg 
sent day, that the time i 
ig when we s 
emanci 
turies, 


and 
y of the pre- 
8 fast hasten- 
hall wear the fetters that 
patel Europe has worn for cen- 


tion and benefit of the rising geuera- | 





de. 


What rational mind cannot see our 
destiny, written in legible characters 
on the present features of the nation. 
The chains of our slavery are already 
forged, and the tyrants are now str). 
‘ving to rivet them on our passive limbs. 
The Juggernot, which 1s to crush our 
liberties, is nearly completed and is 
rolling on in awful grandeur over its 
victims, who assisted in its erection, 
and who bow at its shrine with Birmaa 
devotion, 

Such language as this may be term- 
ed, by some, a scare-crow, a bug-bear, 
&c. Term it so reader if you please; 
‘remain subservient and obechent ser- 
vants to the will of an ambitious and 
designing priesthood, yet a little long. 
‘er; assist in establishing and increas- 
ing the revenue of numberless ‘Tract, 
Bible, Missionary, and Sunday School 
societies—educate hundreds of lazy, 
indolent young men, for the ministry 
yearly, and be sure to sign and circu- 
late a petition for stopping the mail on 
the Sabbath; in short, continue to gra- 
tify the Clergy for 20 years to come as 
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|you have for the last 20, and ‘tus done. 
You may then fold your hands and 
slumber on, for Priest-craft will be 
supreme and you their slaves; yes, Vas- 
sals by consent, and worthy to be so. 
‘The Clergy ever have abused every 
‘prerogative granted them. ‘They con- 
jtinue to do so, and ever will. ‘There 
ought to be a perfect line of separation 
between civil and religious affairs; they 
are as uncongenial to each other, a8 
the frigid zone would be to tropical 
plants, 

Let the Christian walk in the circle 
prescribed for him by the Bible. Let 
them keep themselves ** unspotted form 
the world.” Let them walk humbly be- 
fore God, and deny themselves all 
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Oh blindness to the future |”? || 


worldly lusts; and above all keep far 
| asunder Church and State, 


[From the Working Man’s Advocate.) . 

The Newark (N.J.) Chronicle, after 
enumerating some convincing proofs of 
the designs of those who are seeking to 
‘induce Gongress to support their creeds 
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by law, which shonld awaken the seri- 
ous attention of every one who values 
the preservation of his liberties, says: 
** And with all this mass of evidence 
staring thet in the face, what, we ask, 
are the friends of freedorn about? Com- 
paratively nothing. ‘The demon of des- 
potisin is stalking amongst them with 
gigantic strides, and they are lulled 
by the delusive idea of present safety. 
With the powerful means their ene- 
mies have at command, and unopposed 
by any obstacle, they will ere long ren- 
der any attempts at opposition as fu- 
tile as the struggle of an infant in the 
grasp of a Goliah: and when it will be 
too late, the freemen of this republic 
will realize with tremendous certain- 
ty how cheaply they have sold them- 
selves.”’ 
For the Reformer. 
MODERN PHARISAISM. 

As an evidence of the Pharisaic spi- 

rit to be found in certain individuals 


cognizance can be taken of persons 
who transact their ordinary concerns 
upon that which is called the Sabbath 
day; but | believe that there are few, 
perhaps none, who would put this law 
in force, unless they were operated 
upon by the fallen dispositions of envy, 
malice, batred, or a blind zeal; either 
of which, in my view, is in direct op- 
position to pure and undefiled religion 
or practical christianity. [ believe that 
christianity does not consist In outward 
ordinances, nor in the observance of 
days and times; but I believe that a 
person may acceptably worship his 
God when engaged in reaping bis 
grain or gathering it into his barn.— 
Religion consists in doing the will of 
God, and we cannot render a more 
acceptable worship unto him than by 
doing his will. And as he condescends, 








in our country, the followiug circum- 
stance is related. A person moved into 
our neighbourhood in the harvest of 
1829, and it being a wet harvest, he 
drew in some of his wheat on what is 
called Sunday. <A neighbor of his, 
and a high professor, next day, under 
considerable excitement, told him that 
‘‘he must desist from breaking the 
Sabbath, as they were Christian obser- 
vers in the neighborhood, and if he 
would not submit to the gospel, the 
Jaw must be put in force.”” The per- 
son afterwards wrote a letter to this 
zealous professor, of which the follow- 
ing is an extract, and which may ac- 
cord with the views of many others on 
the same subject. 

“I take the liberty of expressing 
my views unon a subject, in regard to 
which, considerable excitement has re- 
cently taken place. It is in relation to 
the subject of * Sabbath breaking.’ | 
propose using plainness and a perfect 
freedom of expression, (as I consider 
myself a free born citizen of the state) | 
and I do unhesitatingly acknowledge, | 
dhat there is a law existing, by which 





in his unbounded goodness, to send 
forth the former and the latter rain, 
causing this staff of life to spring forth 
and come to maturity, (not stopping it 
on Sunday) it is undoubtedly our duty 
as well as interest to endeavor to pre- 
serve it. The Sabbath I believe to be 
a Jewish institution, and stood in the 
same relation to them as their other 
| ordinances, and was fulfilled in the per- 
son of Jesus Christ. When the Israel- 
jo prophets pronounced judgments 
against other nations, | have not found 
that the subject of Sabbath breaking 

was ever mentioned. The Jewish or- 
_dinances were considered typical, and 
‘the Sabbath I believe to be ty preal 
| amongst the rest, and typical of the 
true Christian Sabbath, in resting from 
our own labors, from our own carnal 
conceptions, from our own perverted 
propensities, to depend solely upon the 
operations of the spirit of God in the 
soul; for according to the Apostle’s 
testimony, ‘ what is known of God is 
manifest in man;’ and in another place 
he says,‘ what man knoweth the things 
jof a man save the spirit of man which 
‘is in him? even so the things of God 
knoweth no man, but the spirit of 
God.’ This I believe to mean that no 
man by his carnal wisdom, or in other 
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words, by his letter learning, can ever 
eome to a knowledge of the things of 
God. And this spirit of God | believe 
to be the gospel preached in every ra- 
tional soul. which, if properly attended 
to, will reveal and open unto us the 
things of God, as far as is necessary 
for us to know. 

« [have not found in any of the tes- 
timonies or sayings of Jesus Christ, 
any thing binding upon his followers 
in regard to the Sabbath; but he ra- 
ther reproves the superstitious obser- 
vance thereof among the Jews. And 
he told the woman of Samaria, that it] 
was pot in this mountain, nor yet in 
Jerusalem, that the Father was to be 
worshipped; but the hour is coming 
and now is, that they that worship the 
Father must worsbip hit in spirit and 
in truth. This implies, to my under- 
standing, that it is not in this place, 
nor in that place—in this observance, 
nor in that observance—but a work 





the gospel is a living, operating, heart- 


sure that should tend directly or indirect. 
ly to the connexion of Church and State, 


PUBLIC MEETING, 
Agreeable to previous notice, a meet- 
ing took place at the house of Joseph 
Anesley, on Saturday, the !st of Janu- 
ary, for the purpose of addressing the 
people on the expediency of memoni. 
alizing Congress for the abolishment 
of the practice of hiring Chaplains with 
the people's money: and also tor taking 
into consideration other matters of @ 
siinilar character,— Moses Bingham, 
isq. was called to the chair, and Geo. 
Rogers appointed secretary. The fol- 
lowing preamble and resolutions were 
unanimously passed: 

WHERBAS, the plea for the stop 
page of the Mail on the first day of the 
week, is often urged on the ground 
that the Congress of the United States 





performed between the soul and its |) 
Maker. Thus it appears evident that |, 








cleansing principle in the soul of man, 
separate, and apart from all the dog- 
mas, creeds, systems, and confessions 
of faith, ever invented by worldly wis- 
dom, or by letter learned, systematical, 
theological ministers, who preach for 
hire and divine for money, making 
merchandize of what they call the word 
of God, and get thereby a livelihood 


day. But this is a small thing in their 
eyes In comparison with a man being 
soberly, morally and industriously en- 
gaced in entleavoring to preserve the 
products of his labor by drawing in bis 
Wheat in a rainy harvest, on what is 
called the Sabbath day.” 

eee SIMPLICITY, 
West Fallowfield, Chester Co. Pa. 
1. 
(From the Milford ( Pa.) Eagle & Monitor} 
7 On Saturday, the first of January last. a 
meeting was held by the citizens of Pal- 
mya, tor the purpose of * emo 


Congress for the abolishment of ¢ 
tice of hiring 


ralizing 
he prac- 
ee Chaplains with the pepits 
motley,” and protesting against any mea- 


upon that which they call the Sabbath |! 


employ a Chaplain to preach for ther 
(on that day: and whereas, we consider 
‘that arrangement as unnecessary and 
‘unjust, especially as it is maintained at 
ithe public expense, and is an unwar- 
ranted disposition of the people's mo- 
ney—therefore, 

Resolved, That we exert every ho- 
nest means to procure an abolishment 
\of this practice. 
| Resolved, That we cordially approve 
of Col. Jolinson’s Reports, on the sub- 
ject of Sunday Mails. 

Resolved, That we encourage ne 
News-paper, nor Publication of any 
kind, favourable to relivious interfe> 
rence in our civil institutions. 

Resolved, That a Committee be ap- 
pointed to draft an address to our fel 
|low citizens on the subjects embraced 
In the foregoing resolutions—and that 
ithe subjoined persons be that commit- 
tee, 

George Rogers, Royal Taft, Moses 
Killam, Jr., Moses Bingham, D. Hew- 
it, Otto Kimble, Rudolphus Bingham, 
Calvin Pellet. 

Resolved, That we adjourn to meet 
‘at Rudolphus Bingham’s on the 15th 
‘Inst., when the committee appointed 




















to draft the address, will re 
U7 . —_ 
| Resolved, That all News-papers,, fa- 
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vorable to the objects of the meeting, 
be requested to insert these proceed- 
iny s. 

MOSES BINGHAM, Chairman, 
Grorce Rowers, Secretary. 





A writer in the New York Working 
Man's Advocate, speaking of the im- 


“propriety of uniting the concerns of 


Church and State, observes: 

‘Our legislators make their consti- 
tuents, however much their constitu- 
ents may be opposed to a hired minis- 
try, pay for a priest to pray daily at 
the opening of the halls of legislation. 
If levislators want priests, let them and 
not ws, pay their priests. Let them 
not force Quakers and others to pay 
what they esteem to be hireling minis- 
ters.”’ 

[From the N. Y. Daily Sentinel. } 
€HAINING UP THE HIGHWAYS. 

The abuse of power which has sanc- 
tioned certain sects in chaining up the 
public streets of our city on the first 
day of the week, we have no doubt is 
disapproved of by a majority of our 
citizens. Why, then, do they not unite 
in some measure to remove so dis- 
graceful a nuisance? It is this tolera- 
tion of petty usurpations that encou- 
razes the attempts at higher encroach- 
ments on our liberties. There are 
presses which will deprecate attempts 
to induce Congress to legislate on re- 
figion by deciding which day those en- 
gaged in the transportation of the mail 
shall observe as a Sabbath, yet will re- 
main silent when attempts are made 
to prevail upon our legislatures or cor- 
porations to establish a Sabbath by 
law, as in the case of chaining up the 
highways. 

By the following paragraph from the 
¢Philadelphia) Pennsylvania Inquirer 
ef yesterday, it will be seen that the 
Philadelphians are taking this subject 


‘into consideration: 


‘** A petition is in circulation in this 
city, a copy of which has been placed 
at the Merchant's Coffee House for 
sipnatures, the object of which is te 


—<— 








induce the legislature to revoke the 
law passed in 1798, entitled, * An Act 
to prevent the disturbance of religious 
societies in Philadelphia, during the 
time of divine service.’ The petition- 
ers estimate it as oppressive, partial 
and unjust, inasmuch as they declare 
it the undoubted right of every free 
citizen to make use of his horse or his 
carriage when he pleases; and that 
while foreign travellers imagine they 
have arrived in a free country, they 
are surprised to find in the existence 
of this measure, a feature more odious 
than is suffered to exist in the most 
oppressive governments of Kurope.— 
They give several other reasons why 
they esteem the law onerous, and in- 
vite their fellow citizens to assist them 
with their signatures in a call upon the 
legislature to have the dithculty remo- 
ved.” 


Remarks by Ed. Reformer. 
No particular persons were employed to 
procure signatures to the Memorial against 
the law for chaining up the streets, and 
yet from one store in Market Street 1560 
names have been transmitted to the Le- 
gislature of this State, for a repeal of the 
enactment. To day we saw to one of the 
Memorials vet to be sent on, the names of 
nearly all the principle Physicians in this 
city; for instances are not wanting where 
persons have lost their lives in conse- 
quence of the delay of a Physician, caused 
by the obstructions of chains placed across 
the streets on Sunday. The following is 
an abstract of the 


MEMORIAL. 


To the Senate and House of Represens 
tatives of the Commonwealth of l’enn- 
syloania. 

‘The Memorial of the undersigned, 
inhabitants of the city and county of 
Philadelphia, respectiully showeth— 

That by an act of the Legislature, 
passed the 4th of April, 1798, entitled, 
“An Act to prevent the disturbance 


‘of Religious Societies, within the city 


of Phil: adel pia, during the time of di- 
vine service,” it is declared lawfal for 
each and every religious society, to ex: 
tend and fasten ** Chains” across. the, 
streets, lanes, and alleys ef said city, t 
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hinder and obstruct the passage of eve- |, 
ry description of wagons or carriages, 
or persons riding or travelling on horse- 
back. under certain regulations and 
nalties fully set forth in said act. 
‘That said act is, in its operation, 
partial, unjust, and oppressive to the 
free citizens of this commonwealth, | 
engaged in their lawful and indispen- 
sable affairs. 
That while the provisions of this act 
are extended to all religious denomi- 
nations, the oppressive nature of the 
enactment is such—that it is accepted 
by a comparatively small number. 
"'That so numerous are houses for re- 
ligious worship in Philadelphia at this 
day, that were the terms of this act ac- 
cepted by all in their full latitude, the 
streets of this great city might be ut- 
terly impassable every Sunday from 


ort | 
Be 
Vevey 
( Tagbs 
ne tf 


H 
} 
. it 
ti 


—— —o— 








































‘© daylight until dark. 
f on That many of us are members and 
yf frequenters of religious bodies, which, 
net from a just regard to the equal right of 
| 4a our fellow-citizens, omit the obstruc- 
ee tion of the street by chains, and are, 


in consequence, subjected to the ac- 
cumulated noise of all the vehicles 
which are diverted from their regular 
course by the chains across some of 
the most important thoroughfares. 
That not only is the citizen obstruct- 
ed in the legal exercise of his rivhts, 
but the physician, hastening to the re- 
hef of the sick, is delayed; the engine. 
laboriously dragged to the scene of 
conflagration, is stopped; and the life 
of the traveller, ignorant of this law 
endangered. 
That your memorialists view this law 
with the greater revret at this period 
when they are apprehensive of a deli- 
berate design, on the part of a portion 
of their fellow-citizens, to impose their 
polemical views on their brethern by 
the force of legal enacments, particu- 
larly in respect to the strict observance 
ef Sunday. | 
_ That while the existence of said act 
8 SO onerous. as we believe, to a y 
Majority of our fellow-citizens. its 


ee 


ast 
re- 


ee 


= 
ence to any congregation, as by Ma. 


‘eadimising in the immediate vicinity, 


or by many other simple means, all 
external interruption would be avoid. 
ed. 


The following is an extract of a letter 
from a member of the Legislature, now iq 
session at Harrisburg, dated January 8th, 
and published in the American Sentinel, 
one of the daily papers of this city. 


* The obstruction of the highways 
at any time is attended with inconve- 
nience, especially in a place of dense 
population, and ought never to be per- 
mitted but in cases of urgent necessity, 
if there be that necessity for the bene- 
fit of religious corporations, there must 
be a still greater for courts of justice; 
the latter are subjected to some incon- 
venience, which, however, is lessened 
by having double window sash and 
glass, a resort which would answer the 
purpose for churches without subject- 
ing the citizens to inconvenience. 

The medical practitioners, who ride 

to see their patients have long com- 
plained of the obstruction of the streets, 
and strangers are frequent!y very muck 
puzzled to find places, from the num- 
ver of streets obstructed. I view all 
laws which relate to any religion as 
incompatible with the spirit and letter 
of the constitution; the framers of that 
instrument wisely lefi religion to pro- 
tect itself; if it cannot, laws will be in- 
adequate. 
If the Israelites and Seventh Day 
Baptists were to increase in numbers 
in the city, and to ask for the privilege 
of chaining the streets on Saturdays, 
there would be much opposition; yet 
they would have the same claim as we 
Who appropriate the first day to assem- 
ble in worship.” 





[From the Alabama State Intelligencer.} 
WORTHY OF IMITATION. 

_ The Buttahatchie Baptist Associa- 

lion, at its late meeting, instead of ad- 

dressing their usual circular to the dif 





Real would attach no real inconveni- 








ferent Churches composing the Asso- 
ci 


lation, submitted Colonel Johnsov's 
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celebrated Sunday Mail Report. ‘This 
enlightened and liberal act will be duly 
appreciated by every friend to religious 
freedom throughout the Union, and is! 
a fit example for other denominations. 
Religion is often brought into disrepute 
by famished professors and monkish 
tyrants, who make a trade of its ag- 
gregate merits. In its pure and prac- 
tical precepts, it needs only to be let 
alone—but much of its beauty, much 
of its usefulness, is lost to mankind by 
pious meddlers. [t has been brought 
into disrepute by those who would in- 
terweave it with all the ordinary occur- 
rences of life, and cramp the operations 
of this vast Uinon by stopping the Mails 
on a certain day of the week. 


Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbor.—Brm.e. 


As a most palpable violation of the 
above command, we copy the follow- 
my from the * Western Pioneer,” a 
Baptist Missionary paper, printed at 
Rock Spring, Hhnois: 








**When the anti-mission spirit pervades 
Churches and Associations, the Spirit of 
the Lord departs, and a moral death en- 
sues. We have many striking examples 
of this fact. Not to mention instances near- 
er home, we will merely advert to the pre- 
sent condition of the Kehukee Baptist As- 
sociation, in North Carolina. About three 
years since this body of Baptists, influen- 
ced bya few preachers, who thought their 
influence was on the wane, and must be 
strengthened, sent forth its veto against 
missions and other benevolent enterprises, 
denouncing in no very sparing terms, 
those who encouraged these works of mer- 
cy. 

““We now have the fruits of their anti- 
missionary enterprise. It is stated in the 
Columbian Star, that at their last annual 
meeting, only two churches out of their 
whole number, consisting of about forty, 
had received any by baptism, and that the 
additions in these were not more than 
twenty or thirty. And these two church- 
es, we believe, are friendly to missions, 
and are groaning under the oppression of 
the rest. When will people see they are 
fighting against God in opposing the mis- 
Sionary enterprise?” 


Now for the truth of the case. We 





have before us the Minutes of the last 





——_ ee ee 


annual meeting of the Kehukee Bap- 
tist Association, and there are twenty- 
one churches belonging to this associa- 
tion that have received members by 
baptism, making in all recived by bap- 
tism the last year, one hundred and 
twenty. If Mr. Brantly, of the Co- 
lubian Star, has made such a state- 
ment as his western brother in the mis- 
sionary cause has laid to his charge, 


'we do not see how he can, in justice 


to his own conscience or to his cha- 
racter, neglect to correct it. A cause - 
that requires a resort to lying and false- 
hood to support it, must be a bad one, 
and the sooner it is brought to an end 
the better. 


A Baptist friend informs us i a let- 
ter, that Mr. Brantiy or some writer 
in his paper, has abused us and Joshua 
Lawrence (a Baptist minister in North 
Carolina, opposed to missions) exceed- 
ingly. We have not seen Mr. Brantly’s 
paper for five or six months past, and 
of course do not know what kind of 
fulmination he has again put forth 
against us. But if he has no more re- 
gard to truth in what he says, than he 
appears to have had with respect to the 
Kehukee Baptist Association, we may 
be excused from giving ourselves any 
trouble to inquire in what way he has 
abused us. If any thing is stated by 
Mr. Brantly or others, that requires an 
answer, we shall always be prepared 
to give one, and trust our frends will 
apprize us of it. But in regard to 
abuse, we always expected to be abused 
by those whose deeds and conduct we 
felt bound to reprove. Such abuse, 
however, shall not binder us from en- 
deavoring to discharge what we con- 
scientiously believe to be onr duty, with 
respect to the clerical and mercenary 
schemes of the day. 





Sandwich Island Mission —We are in. 
formed by Capt. Finch, of the ship Vin 
cennes, who lately visited the Sandwich 
Islands, that the people there, * gentle. 
men savages,” as he terms them, “ were 
attired according to the latest London fa- 
shions and the ladies wore bishop’s sleeves, 
and other modish articles of dress” This, 
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it seems, is another evidence of their civil 
ization and christianization, since our mis- 
sionaries went among them. ! 


THE CLERGY IN FRANCE. 

A correspondent at Paris, under date of» 
October Slst, says: | 
“| have not spoken to you of the worst) 





anemies of the new order of things. The } 


worst enemies of the revolution of July, 
are the Jesuits and the Clergy, who, un- 


= — 
longer. Desperation has urged the labor 
ers of this and other neighboring parishes 
to rise and congregate. They have sup. 
rounded the houses of your petitioners jg 
fearful numbers, claiming at our hands 
that which we believe to be their nigh 
and which we have felt it our duty and in. 
terest to give. We have increased their 
wages, and now with our augmented bun 
den, (insupportable before) we approach 
your Honourable |: ouse. We tell vou in 


der the odious reign of Charles X. had | language respectful, yet plain, that our 


Bnited themselves to the Congregation. 
The priestly party wishes to govern; and 
as this is impossible while liberty remains, 
that party sustains and favors tyranny and 


burdens are such as we can bear no tong. 


er.” They then pray for practical Parlia. 
mentary Reform, “and the appropriation 
of such part of the Church property as is 





absolute power. The clergy have been 
left unharmed, the priests have been pro- 
tected, they have not lost a hair of their 
beads, and yet the pulpits have resounded 
with furious sermons. The tri-color is the 
detestation of these ministers of peace and 
éharity, who are never sparing in their 


maledictions.” LN. ¥. paper. 
French National Guard—There are 2500 





battalions of National Guards in France. 
These 2500 battalions present a force of 


1,300,000 or 1,400,000 men. 500,000 have | consisting of the principal and most sol- 


already been armed. 300,000 men are | 
completely armed and equipped. 1700} 


not absolutely necessary for the support 
of the Clergy, according to their several 
| stations and merits, to the exigencies of 
the State.” _— 
BOXLEY. 

In this parish, which is within four miles 
of Maidstone, the tithe audit was fixed for 
Thursday last, and the clergyman, as usual, 
had provided a dinner for about ninety, 
from whom he expected to receive his 
usual amount of tithe; but to his great dis 
appvintment not more than forty attended, 


vent of his tithe-payers—not to partake of 
his dinner, but to offer one half the sum 











cecompanies of Sapeurs, 400 of Cavalry. 


The number of barricades erected at Pa- || ing for some years past. The Rev. gen- 
ris during the three days of July, amounts '| tleman refused receiving it, and the far 


to 4955--the number of flag stones re-| 
moved to 3,124,000. The repairing has) 
cost 250,000 francs. | 
CONDITION OF ENGLAND. 
“The present condition of England,” 


Says a late paper, “is such as to excite | 


much attention in every observing mind. 
When we look at the spirit which is be- 
ginning to send forth its influences through 
the common people, we cannot but feel 
that a moral volcano is burning under the’ 


aristocratic institutions and corrupt estab.| 
lishments of the British Crown, which. 


must ere long uncap its destructive fires.” | 


; The following is an extract from 
mon sent to Parliament by the farmers of 
Staplehuist. After enumerating the at- 
tempts made since the peace to obtain a 
yeduction of tithes and taxes, they observe: 

**it was then that we found ourselves 
compelled to reduce the price of labor 
and we have seen our peasantry deprived 
of the comforts, and in fact the necessaries 
of life, without the means of alleviating 
their condition. Nevertheless, until now 
the oppressed laborer has borne his load 
complaining, but not resisting: but the 
ume has arrived when he will bear it no 


a peti. 


which they have been in the habit of pay- 


mers returned home, leaving the Vicar te 
partake of his dinner sulus. [English po 
DISTRESS IN IRELAND. 

Ten or eleven thousand persons are te- 
presented as being in a state of starvation, 
'm St. John’s Parish, Limerick, and over 
14,000 in St. Mary’s in the same city.— 

The number of the utterly destitute is 
Computed by the Limerick Post, te 
| amount to 30,000. {[Com. dde. 








oT Sickness prevented our last number 
from being sent away as early as usual. 
NS 
The Reformer is printed on the first of 
each month, at one dollar a year. Let- 
\ ters to be addressed and payment made, 
|to T. R. GATES, Proprietor and prinel- 
pal Editor, No. 290 North Third Street, 
Philadelphia. Numbers can be supplied 
from the commencement of the work.— 
en more convenient, persons may ef- 
| ter their names as subscribers and make 
| Payment to the printer. 
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